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BACKGROUND: 
 
Policy/Program Memorandum No. 158 requires all school boards in Ontario to develop and maintain a policy on 
concussion that includes strategies to develop awareness of the seriousness of concussions; strategies for the 
prevention and identification of concussions; management procedures for diagnosed concussions; and training for 
board and school staff.  PPM 158 applies to all publicly funded elementary and secondary schools, including 
extended day programs operated by school boards for full-day kindergarten. 
 
The St. Clair Catholic District School Board is committed to promoting awareness of safety in schools and 
recognizes that the health and safety of students are essential preconditions for effective learning.  All partners in 
education, including the Ministry of Education, other Ontario ministries, school boards, administrators, educators, 
school staff, students, parents, school volunteers, and community-based organizations, have important roles to 
play in promoting student health and safety and in fostering and maintaining healthy and safe environments in 
which students can learn. 
 
Research demonstrates that a concussion can have a significant impact on a student – cognitively, physically, 
emotionally, and socially. The implementation of this policy and procedures on Concussions in its draft form 
reinforces the knowledge, skills, and attitudes regarding injury prevention that are developed through the Ontario 
Curriculum and regards the concussion protocol outlined in the Ontario Physical Education Safety Guidelines 
(OPHEA) to be the minimum standard. This policy and procedures ensure that individuals in schools have 
information on the appropriate strategies to minimize risk of concussions, steps to follow if a student is suspected 
to have a concussion and effective management procedures to follow that will guide decisions made regarding the 
student’s return to learning and physical activity after a concussion is diagnosed by a medical professional.  
 
During the development of this policy and procedures, the SCCDSB consulted with school staff, teacher 
federations, education support staff unions, as well as legal and medical experts. This policy includes strategies 
for the development of awareness of the seriousness of concussions, prevention, identification and management 
across our schools.  A process to ensure the regular and ongoing training on concussion awareness, prevention, 
identification and management for school board employees and volunteers has been arranged. A web portal has 
been established by the Ontario government to support the implementation of this policy 
(www.ontario.ca/concussions). The SCCDSB will continue to work closely with its community partners and the 
Chatham-Kent and Sarnia-Lambton Boards of health as we move forward to implement this policy.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the St. Clair Catholic District School Board receive the report: Policy Review – Sec. B. Policy – 
Concussion (Draft), for information. 
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